Order from Commander General of the Military Forces, 2010

Considering International Human Rights norms, it is considered a clear violation of the Principle of
Distinction and the Principle of Precaution in attacks and, therefore a serious fault the fact, that a
commander occupies or allows the occupation by his troops, of a good of private nature, or of
public use, such as the housing where the civilian population lives and public institutions such as
education establishments, [and] communal rooms; which causes an imminent risk to minors’
protection. This affects in a sensible manner the way in which minors’ Rights are granted and
respected.

The General Command of the Armed Forces and the Military Commanders have repeated on
various occasions through different directives the prohibition of the occupation of the buildings
mentioned above, warning about the serious danger that teachers and children may face who go
daily to exercise their right to education. For this reason, commanders at all levels are responsible
forthe application of issued orders and instructions and the control of the actions taken by their
subordinates, since the use of civilian and public property has historically triggered other
accusations against troops, such as forced displacement, theft, indiscriminate attacks, and both
physical and verbal abuse against minors, who are subject to special protection. Against such
accusations, it is required to undertake disciplinary investigations where possible and to carry
out ... monitoring in order to avoid a repetition of the behavior in operation areas.
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