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Summary

The present report has been prepared within the framework of Security Council
resolution 1612 (2005). It is the fourth report on the situation of children and armed
conflict in the Sudan to be submitted to the Council and its Working Group on
Children and Armed Conflict, covering the period from January 2009 to February
2011. The report follows my third report (S/2009/84) and the subsequent conclusions
and recommendations of the Working Group on Children and Armed Conflict
(S/AC.51/2009/5).

The report notes advancements made during the reporting period by national
authorities in addressing grave violations against children, through strengthened
legislative frameworks and other practical measures for child protection. Moreover,
some progress has been made in the dialogue and the signing of action plans with the
State and non-State parties to the conflict, and in the release of children.

However, the report shows the continued presence of children in the Sudanese
Armed Forces (SAF), its associated forces, Sudanese police forces, the Sudan
People's Liberation Army (SPLA), as well as several armed groups in Darfur, and the
perpetration of other grave violations against children in the Sudan. Of particular
concern are the killing and maiming of children, and sexual violence against
children. The report emphasizes the priority of combating impunity for all grave
violations and outlines response efforts undertaken by national and international
actors to address those violations.

Reporting on violations continued to be significantly hampered by insecurity
and lack of access to non-Government-controlled areas, as well as by Government
restrictions, in particular in Darfur and the transitional areas. Difficulty in recording
new splinter groups, unclear chains of command, extremely mobile groups and
renewed clashes between Government forces and armed groups also contributed to
the creation of a challenging monitoring and reporting environment.

Finally, the report contains a series of recommendations aimed at ensuring
strengthened action for the protection of children in the Sudan.
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I ntroduction

1. The present report, prepared pursuant to Security Council resolution 1612
(2005), covers the period from January 2009 to February 2011. It is the fourth report
on children and armed conflict in the Sudan to be submitted to the Security Council
and its Working Group on Children and Armed Conflict. The report focuses on
grave violations perpetrated against children and progress made in ending such
violations, in follow-up to the recommendations contained in my previous relevant
reports (S/2007/400, S/2008/532 and S/2009/84), as well as to the conclusions of the
Council’s Working Group on Children and Armed Conflict (S/AC.51/2007/16,
S/AC.51/2008/15 and S/AC.51/2009/5).

Political and security developments

2. During the reporting period, the political landscape in the Sudan was
dominated by preparations for national and State-level elections in April 2010, as
well as by preparations for the referendum on the self-determination for Southern
Sudan in January 2011, and discussions on the completion of the Comprehensive
Peace Agreement, the status of Abyei and post-Agreement arrangements.

3. Omar Al-Bashir was elected President of the Republic during the April 2010
national elections, and Salva Kiir Mayardit was elected President of the Government
of Southern Sudan. Elections in Southern Kordofan State were delayed, owing to
disagreements over the census results and constituency delimitation.

4. On 9 January 2011, voting took place in the referendum on self-determination
for Southern Sudan. More than 98 per cent of voters were in favour of separation.
The results were immediately accepted by the National Congress Party (NCP) and
were later endorsed by the national legislature. Negotiations on outstanding matters
relating to the Comprehensive Peace Agreement and post-Agreement arrangements
were ongoing.

5. While the Comprehensive Peace Agreement also required a referendum to
determine the status of the contested Abyei Area, the referendum did not take place,
owing to disagreements over the eligibility requirements for the vote. Serious
clashes occurred in Abyei in January 2011, following which provisional agreements
were reached between the parties.

6. During the reporting period, the security situation in Southern Sudan was
characterized by localized violence, often involving large numbers of civilian
casualties. In particular, disputes over the April 2010 electoral outcomes in Jonglei,
Upper Nile and Unity States led to armed conflicts involving rebel militia leaders
and the Sudan People's Liberation Army (SPLA). During February 2011, heavy
fighting took place between General George Athor and SPLA in the area between
Jonglei and Upper Nile States, leading to hundreds of casualties and the
displacement of tens of thousands.

7.  Operating from bases in the Democratic Republic of the Congo and Central
African Republic, the Lord's Resistance Army (LRA) continued to threaten
civilians, including refugees and internally displaced persons, in Western Equatoria
State. During the reporting period, the United Nations has recorded at least 26
attacks in Southern Sudan, during which 47 children were killed, 26 wounded and
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286 abducted. More than 170 children have been reported missing following attacks
in the States of Greater Equatoria.

8. In Darfur, progress was made in the negotiations between the Government of
the Sudan and the Liberation and Justice Movement under the auspices of the Joint
Chief Mediator and the Government of Qatar. Nevertheless, hostilities continued
between the Sudanese Government and the armed movements in some parts of
Darfur. Other major armed movements, namely Sudan Liberation Army (SLA)-
Abdul Wahid and SLA-Minni Minawi, did not participate in negotiations with the
Government and engaged in sporadic fighting with Government forces. With a view
to increasing the inclusiveness of the peace process and enhancing the outcome of
the Doha negotiations, preparations were undertaken by the African Union-United
Nations Hybrid Operation in Darfur (UNAMID) and the African Union High-level
Implementation Panel for a Darfur-based political process.

9. The security situation in Darfur was characterized by periods of fragile cam
and some incidents of armed violence involving the Sudanese Armed Forces (SAF)
and several rebel groups, as well as intercommunal conflict. Overall, the rate of
intercommunal conflict dropped during the reporting period, owing in part to
reconciliation efforts by the Government, local actors and UNAMID. In February
2011, Minni Minawi announced that his movement had withdrawn from the Darfur
Peace Agreement, following which a significant increase in fighting between SLA-
Minni Minawi and SAF took place in Northern and Southern Darfur. Other clashes
occurred between SAF and both the Justice and Equality Movement (JEM) and
SLA-Abdul Wahid forces in Western and Northern Darfur during the reporting
period, with significant casualties and displacement.

Graveviolations against children

Recruitment and use of children in armed forces and groups

Southern Sudan

10. A total of 328 children (all boys) were confirmed to have been recruited by
SPLA during the reporting period. This represents an increase in the recruitment of
children by SPLA compared with the previous reporting period, although a larger
number of children were also released during this time. Most cases were recorded in
Unity, Northern Bahr el Ghazal, Western Bahr el Ghazal, Upper Nile, Eastern
Equatoria, Jonglei and Central Equatoria States. In January and February 2011
alone, 20 boys were seen on various occasions in SPLA convoys, protecting high-
ranking SPLA officials, wearing SPLA uniforms and/or in possession of weapons in
Lakes, Unity, Upper Nile and Jonglei States.

11. Reports were also received of children associated with SPLA in Wunyik,
Northern Bahr el Ghazal State; Duar, Unity State; and Mapel, Western Bahr el
Ghazal State. In April 2009, SPLA provided to the United Nations Children’s Fund
(UNICEF) and the Southern Sudan Disarmament, Demobilization and Reintegration
Commission a list of 73 children associated with its forces in Wunyik. These
children were also attending a school run by SPLA within the camp. A separate joint
verification mission conducted in Unity State in August 2009 revealed that some
children who had been demobilized and reunited with their families in Warrap State
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had rejoined their former units in Unity State. Children separated from SPLA have
been documented as returning to SPLA barracks for food and shelter.

12. New cases of child recruitment by other security forces in Southern Sudan
have aso been documented. The Joint Integrated Units, created under the
Comprehensive Peace Agreement, and composed of SPLA and SAF elements, were
documented as having recruited 25 boys in Wau, Western Bahr el Ghazal State, in
April 2010. It has been difficult for the United Nations to gain access to Joint
Integrated Unit camps for advocacy and verification without an existing agreement.

13. Separately, in the first two months of 2011, four cases of children serving with
the Southern Sudan Police Service were registered. The actual number of children
associated with the Service is estimated to be higher, given the large-scale police
recruitment campaign during the run-up to the referendum. An equally worrisome
phenomenon is the recruitment during 2010 of children by the Southern Sudan
Wildlife Service, which has reportedly provided children with uniforms and guns.
Attempts to separate and reintegrate these children were stalled, as the Southern
Sudan Disarmament, Demobilization and Reintegration Commission did not
recognize them as eligible disarmament, demobilization and reintegration
participants.

14. An armed community self-defence group known as “home guards’ or “arrow
boys’ was established in Western Equatoria State to fight against LRA. The United
Nations has strongly advocated Government verification of the presence of children
in this group. The State Governor has repeatedly given assurance that no children
are in this group and that the United Nations may verify this. No United Nations
assessment has been conducted to date.

The Threetransitional Areas of Southern Kordofan, Blue Nile and Abyei
(“ThreeAreas’)

15. The recruitment and use of children by SPLA was verified in the Three Areas
(Abyei, Southern Kordofan and Blue Nile States) during the reporting period. For
example, in November 2010 eight boys were confirmed to have been recruited in
Jaw, Southern Kordofan. In Abyei, the use of 19 children was reported in 10
separate incidents; in January 2011, for example, 6 boys in uniform were observed
with SPLA troops near Agok, in the south of Abyei, by the United Nations.
Separately, an estimated 800 children were observed at the SPLA division
headquarters in Samari, Blue Nile State, during a mission to the Area conducted in
March 2009 by the United Nations Mission in the Sudan (UNMIS), SPLA and SAF.
An additional 31 children were also verified as having been re-recruited by SPLA in
Blue Nile State.

16. Since early 2011, children have been repeatedly observed in Misseriya and
Dinka Ngok armed groups, in particular in villages north and east of Abyei town.
The United Nations observed at least four armed boys with an armed Misseriya
group in February 2011, and six boys were observed with an armed group in a Dinka
Ngok village north of Abyei town in January 2011.

Darfur

17. During the reporting period, a total of 501 children (380 in 2009, 115 in 2010
and 6 in January-February 2011), including 6 girls, were verified as being associated
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with at least 10 armed forces and armed groups in Darfur. The decrease may be
attributed in part to ongoing intense advocacy with the armed forces and armed
groups to raise awareness, resulting in commitments to end the recruitment and use
of child soldiers. Since 2009, armed groups have registered more than 1,000
children with the Northern Sudan Disarmament, Demobilization and Reintegration
Commission for reintegration. Meanwhile, monitoring of the recruitment of and
association with children continued to be seriously hampered by difficulties related
to security, access to non-Government-controlled areas and movement restrictions
imposed by the Government. In addition, the difficulty of keeping track of new
splinter groups, unclear lines of command and frequent movement by such groups,
as well as renewed clashes between Government forces and armed groups,
especially in the last quarter of 2010, have contributed to lower reporting.

18. Children were confirmed to have been recruited by the following armed forces
and armed groups: the Border Intelligence Forces, the Central Reserve Police,
police forces, pro-Government militias, Chadian armed opposition groups,
community policing forces, the Armed Movement of Liberals and Reform, the
Justice and Equality Movement (JEM), the People’'s Defence Forces, the Sudan
Liberation Army (SLA)-Abu Gasim, SLA-Abdul Wahid, SLA-Historical
Leadership, SLA-Minni Minawi, SAF and others.

19. A sample of verified cases below illustrates the pattern of the association of
children with parties to the conflict:

(@ On 21 February 2009, 20 boys between the ages of 12 and 17, wearing
uniforms, bearing arms and affiliated with the Union des Forces pour le
Changement et la Démocratie faction of the Chadian opposition groups, were
observed in Habila town, Western Darfur;

(b) On 22 and 23 July 2010, six boys between the ages of 13 and 17,
associated with SLA-Historical Leadership, were observed carrying weapons in
eastern Jebel Marra (Southern Darfur);

(c) On 11 August 2010, six boys between the ages of 15 and 17, were
observed in El Geneina, Western Darfur, with two adult SAF soldiers in an SAF
Land Cruiser pick-up;

(d) On 13 October 2010, two boys estimated to be about 10 years old who
were carrying automatic rifles were observed during a mission in Kidingeer,
Southern Darfur. It was later confirmed that they belonged to the People’s Defence
Force.

20. Cases of the re-recruitment of children in Darfur were also reported. For
example, one boy who had participated in the JEM attacks in Omdurman in May
2008, and who had been subsequently demobilized and reunited with his family, was
re-recruited by JEM in Northern Darfur in February 2009. Another boy who had
also participated in the Omdurman attacks and had escaped during fighting
confirmed that he had been re-recruited by JEM in February 2009 in Western
Darfur.
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Release of children associated with armed forces and groups
Southern Sudan

21. Of the 328 children verified by the United Nations to be associated with
SPLA, 277 boys were released (59 in 2009, 210 in 2010 and 8 in 2011). In Unity
State, 89 of these children, associated with SPLA division 4, at Pakur and Buoth in
Duar, were released in April 2010. In division 5, Mapel, 50 children were released
in July 2010. In November 2010, atotal of 26 children were registered and released
from Wunyik, and the final group of 8 boys from SPLA division 5, Mapel, were also
released, all with the support of the SPLA child protection unit.

ThreeAreas

22. Following consistent advocacy efforts by the United Nations, the first
demobilization of 88 children from SPLA in Kurmuk, Blue Nile State, was carried
out on 14 May 2009. This was followed by the demobilization of an additional 140
children on 30 December 2010, out of an initial list of 220 children shared by
SPLA. A further 190 children were demobilized in Kurmuk on 20 April 2011. All
children were reunited with their families. SPLA announced that this was the last
group of children associated with its forces in Kurmuk.

Darfur

23. From February 2009 to February 2011, the Northern Sudan Disarmament,
Demobilization and Reintegration Commission, with the support of the United
Nations, registered 1,041 former child soldiersin Darfur. A verification exercise had
thus far resulted in the removal of 97 individuals from this list in Western Darfur,
and had confirmed 860 children as eligible for reintegration programmes from the
following armed groups: the People’s Forces for Rights and Democracy Movement
(117 children), JEM-Peace Wing (36 children), SLA-Peace Wing (324 children),
SLA-Free Will (173 children) and SLA-Mother Wing (Abu Gasim) (210 children).
In addition, in January 2011 SL A-Free Will and SLA-Abu Gasim jointly presented a
list of 84 children (44 from SLA-Free Will and 40 from SLA-Mother Wing (Abu
Gasim)) in Northern Darfur to the Commission as part of the implementation of
their action plans to end the recruitment and use of children in armed conflict.

Killing and maiming of children

Southern Sudan

24. During the reporting period, an upsurge in conflict over land and cattle grazing
among Murle, Lou Nuer and Dinka tribes in Jonglei and the Equatorias was of
particular concern. During 2009, a number of incidents involving at least 2,500
victims, most of them women and children, occurred in Jonglei State. In one
incident on 24 April 2009, 50 children, including 22 girls, some as young as 5,
drowned in the Akobo River while attempting to escape the gunfire of armed Murle
elements. The attackers fired indiscriminately on the civilian population after
blocking escape routes. Separately, on 16 December 2009, in a Nuer cattle camp in
Warrap State, assailants said to be from the Dinka tribe looted 313 cattle; the
counter-attacks by Nuer tribe members claimed 97 civilian victims, among them
three children who were killed and six who were injured.
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25. In February 2009 in Malakal, clashes between the SPLA and SAF elements of
the Joint Integrated Unit, triggered by the arrival of Major General Gabriel Tanginya
of SAF, resulted in the deaths of 27 civilians, including four children, and the injury
of 63 others, including five children.

26. In December 2010, SAF helicopter gunships shelled the area surrounding the
Kiir River in Aweil North County, Northern Bahr el Ghazal State. This incident
resulted in 22 casualties, including one child. A joint monitoring team comprising
representatives of SAF, SPLA and UNMIS found SAF responsible.

27. The community disarmament exercises of SPLA; aimed at collecting weapons
from the civilian population, have resulted in the death, physical abuse and ill
treatment of children. Verification missions conducted by the United Nations to two
cattle camps in Rumbek East County, Lakes State, revealed that SPLA had
surrounded the camps on the nights of 17 and 19 October and severely beaten
youths with whips, ropes and canes in order to force them to give up their arms. In
one of the camps, approximately 250 children between the ages of 10 and 17 were
separated and intimidated, and some were beaten to compel them to disclose
information. Separately, three girls aged 5 to 15 were killed by SPLA soldiers
during disarmament exercises in Panyijar County, Unity State. Forced disarmament
was confirmed in four cattle camps.

28. LRA attacks during the reporting period resulted in the confirmed killing of 47
children and wounding of 26 children. For example, in October 2009 two boys
abducted by LRA were killed and their bodies found in Gangura Payam, Western
Equatoria State. In April 2010, three children were severely maimed by LRA as a
result of an attack in Bazande village, Western Equatoria State. Two of the three
children later died from their injuries. In December 2010, a 17-year-old Sudanese
girl and her 2-year-old son escaped from LRA in the Central African Republic
during crossfire between LRA and the Uganda People’s Defence Forces (UPDF).
She suffered serious injury and later died. Her son survived the attack.

ThreeAreas

29. In Southern Kordofan, children were killed as a result of a long-standing
conflict between the Ajang Nuba tribe in Abu Junuk and the Misseriya tribe in
neighbouring Al Sonut over land ownership and access to water. In an incident on
20 May 2009, a group of some 400 armed Ajang Nuba men attacked a group of
Misseriya boys and men from Al Sonut who had brought their cattle to water at
Dabut Beni Said. It was alleged that the Ajang Nuba attackers included both
civilians and SPLA elements who were on leave. According to information provided
by State authorities, 20 of the 25 Misseriya killed were boys between the ages of
12 and 17. In Abyei, seven children suffered injuries in separate incidents after
handling unexploded ordnance.
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Darfur

30. During the reporting period, 27 children were killed and 36 others maimed in
Darfur; however, the exact number of child casualties resulting from Government
aerial attacks, ground fighting between armed groups or ethnic clashes is unknown,
owing to security restrictions and limited access to affected areas, as well as the
displacement of population. Although most cases were attributed to pro-Government
militias and Government forces, actual responsibility remains difficult to establish.

31. Although the number of mine and unexploded-ordnance casualties in Northern
Sudan increased significantly from 60 in 2009 to 118 as of October 2010, there was
a decrease in the number of child victims. In 2009, 12 children were killed and
26 maimed in Darfur in atotal of 48 incidents related to unexploded ordnance while
in 2010 6 children were killed and 14 maimed in a total of 32 incidents. All victims
were boys.

Rape and other sexual violence against children

Southern Sudan

32. A development of concern is the apparent increase in the number of reported
cases of sexual violence against and rape of girls by SPLA. Twenty-seven girls were
sexually harassed or abused by SPLA in separate incidents, mainly in the Great
Upper Nile region during operations against renegade SPLA elements. Between
28 February and 3 March 2010, 10 girls were sexually assaulted and/or raped by
SPLA soldiers during armed clashes between SPLA and communities in Palal and
Tonj in Warrap State.

33. Twelve abductee girls who had been separated from LRA through UPDF-
SPLA military operations in Western Equatoria State in 2009 returned either
pregnant or with babies born during their captivity. In 2010, two abductee girls,
aged 13 and 15, who had escaped LRA reported that they had been raped by LRA
fightersin Ezo, Western Equatoria State, when their village was attacked.

Three Areas

34. InBlue Nile State, two young women and a 17-year-old girl were attacked and
allegedly raped by three uniformed and armed SPLA soldiers in December 2009.
The 17-year-old victim was abducted, and her whereabouts are unknown.
Subsequently, one of the soldiers was captured by community members, beaten and
taken to the police. No official complaint was filed concerning the rape or the
abduction. Local community leaders tried to resolve their concerns directly with
SPLA commanders, but SPLA took no disciplinary action against the soldier.

35. Monitoring cases of sexual violence in Southern Kordofan, Abyei and Blue
Nile States remains a challenge as the majority of violations are often not reported
to law enforcement or judicial authorities. However, according to the Commissioner
of El Buram locality in Southern Kordofan State, local communities are increasingly
bringing to their attention cases of sexual violence against and harassment of
women and young girls by Sudanese Armed Forces soldiers; the United Nations has
not been able to verify this information to date.
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Darfur

36. During the reporting period, 52 allegations of sexual violence were received
by the United Nations, of which 49 cases were verified and reported to the Sudanese
police. Despite frequent allegations, the monitoring and reporting of the rape of and
sexual violence against children remain a challenge, and there continues to be
underreporting owing to fear of retribution and stigmatization. Rape cases that are
documented are often allegedly committed by men in uniform and attributed to
military and police personnel, factions of armed groups and militia members.
Victims and witnesses, however, often provide little information about the identity
of the alleged perpetrators, and uniforms alone do not always reliably substantiate
affiliation.

37. The cases reported in 2010 include:

(@) A 5-year-old girl allegedly raped on 23 March 2010 by a soldier of the
Central Reserve Police in El Fasher, Northern Darfur. Judicial proceedings were
initiated with the support of the United Nations, and follow-up with the victim was
undertaken by the Ministry of Social Affairs. The El Fasher court released the
alleged perpetrator owing to a lack of sufficient proof associating the accused with
the incident, and the case was closed;

(b) A 15-year-old girl allegedly raped at gunpoint on 2 December 2010 near
a camp for internally displaced persons in Northern Darfur by an SLA-Minni
Minawi soldier while two other soldiers restrained her. One of the alleged
perpetrators was later arrested and the case referred to the family and child
protection unit of the Sudanese police. At the time of reporting, an investigation was
ongoing.

38. In areas under the control or influence of armed groups, the lack of capacity of
the Sudanese police to investigate cases of sexual violence constitutes a significant
challenge. Limited expertise and equipment and the absence of female police
officers in some police stations also hamper efforts to assist victims. While some
victims receive basic post-rape care, psychosocial support or counselling services
are still not provided or not available in most areas.

Abduction of children

Southern Sudan

39. During the reporting period, the United Nations verified the abduction of
103 boys and 40 girls in Southern Sudan. Unverified information concerning some
340 child abductions was also received. These cases of child abduction continued to
occur in the context of cattle-raiding between and within ethnic communities in
Jonglei and the Equatorias; many of the abductions were believed to have been
carried out by the Murle tribe, which has not been disarmed by SPLA. However, the
identity of perpetrators is difficult to ascertain, and abductions are not exclusive to
the Murle. There has been minimal progress in securing the release of these
children, which has been increasingly linked to the outcome of political negotiations
between the groups.

40. In 2009, 107 children, including 43 girls, were abducted by LRA. In addition,
177 children were reportedly missing following LRA attacks on States of Greater
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Equatoria. In 2010, 54 children, including 15 girls, were abducted by LRA. To date
in 2011, the LRA has reportedly abducted eight children; five of these abductions
(of three boys and two girls) have been confirmed.

Release of abducted children in Southern Sudan

41. In one case in April 2009, 26 children between the ages of 2 and 10 were
abducted by the Murle tribe in Jonglei State. Among the group were nine children
from the Anyuak tribe in Gambella, Ethiopia. These children were rescued by the
Southern Sudan Police Service and repatriated to Gambella, but they were forcibly
abducted again by cattle raiders roaming the border between Southern Sudan and
Ethiopia. Separately, five Murle children who had been abducted by the Lou Nuer of
Akobo late in 2009 were released on January 2010, and were reunited with their
familiesin Pibor County, Jonglei State.

42. Following a peace conference between the Anyuak and Murle communities in
Pochalla County, Jonglei State, early in 2009, it was agreed that both communities
would return all abducted children. With the support of the Southern Sudan Police
Service, a search campaign for abducted children was organized in July 2009 in
Pibor County; eight boys and four girls between the ages of 2 and 10 were rescued.
The search also led to the arrest and detention of nine suspected abductors, who
were tried by the Government of Southern Sudan Ministry of Legal Affairs and
found guilty.

43. From January 2009 to February 2011, 187 children were released from LRA,
many as a result of UPDF-SPLA operations. This included 124 Sudanese (46 girls
and 78 boys), 55 Congolese (27 girls and 28 boys), 6 Ugandans (4 boys and 1 girl)
and 2 children from the Central African Republic. One Sudanese girl died during a
military operation. Two Sudanese girls, 11 Congolese girls and 5 Congolese boys
have been reunited with their families; the remaining children await reunification.
Twelve Sudanese children were also released through UPDF operations in the
Central African Republic and the Democratic Republic of the Congo, and were
repatriated by the International Committee of the Red Cross and the Office of the
United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees.

44. Interviews with 31 boys and 15 girls who had escaped from LRA revealed that
boys were generally used as porters and sometimes as spies. Many had allegedly
been promised military training if they would remain with LRA. Girls were often
used for domestic tasks and as sex slaves by LRA combatants.

Darfur

45. Within the three States of Darfur, allegations of the abduction of children have
declined substantially, with fewer cases documented during the reporting period.
However, there have been allegations of the cross-border forced recruitment of
children by armed groups, including Chadian armed opposition groups and JEM,
and by unidentified armed men crossing into Chad and Darfur. The United Nations
has also documented recent cases of abduction in non-border regions of Darfur,
including that of agirl in Northern Darfur and of three boys in Southern Darfur.
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Denial of humanitarian access

Southern Sudan

46. Humanitarian actors had largely unrestricted access throughout the reporting
period, with the exception of a few isolated incidents. However, access in Western
Equatoria State was reduced owing to the prevailing insecurity related to repeated
attacks by LRA.

47. The situation in Northern Bahr el Ghazal became increasingly unstable during
the reporting period, and access for humanitarian actors was accordingly limited.
The Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs also reported limited
access in parts of Jonglei State, especially Pibor and Khorfulus counties, as well as
in Fashoda and Sobot in Upper Nile State, and in parts of Unity State.

ThreeAreas

48. Access to the northern part of the former western Kordofan continued to be
difficult for UNMIS owing to restrictions by SAF and the National Intelligence and
Security Service, which claimed that it was outside the ceasefire zone and therefore
outside the Mission’s mandate. In Abyei, following the ruling of the Permanent
Court of Arbitration, there was little improvement in the provision of basic services
in the northern part of the Area. This situation, combined with growing tension in
Misseriya seasonal settlements, has hampered the delivery of assistance and access
to children. Road transport south to Abyei from the north has also been subject to
increased blockades and looting and to multiple checkpoints.

Darfur

49. Gaining access to many areas across Darfur remained difficult or impossible
for humanitarian actors. Fighting early in 2010 between armed groups and
Government forces in Jebel Marra contributed to the displacement of some 100,000
civilians, including children, and led to the suspension of humanitarian activitiesin
February 2010, although partial access was allowed in August and September 2010.

50. The expulsion of 13 international non-governmental organizations and 3 local
non-governmental organizations by the Government in 2009 had a significant
impact on the delivery of essential humanitarian assistance for children, especially
in remote areas of Darfur. Issues relating to access and security in Darfur have been
discussed at monthly meetings of the High-level Committee co-chaired by the
United Nations Humanitarian Coordinator and the Minister of Humanitarian Affairs.

51. Meanwhile, on 18 March 2011, the African Union-United Nations Joint
Special Representative for Darfur was granted access to the area of Jebel Marra,
accompanied by a team including UNICEF. The Special Representati